Substitute from Hell
Camp Nou roars like there had just been beaten Real Madrid. David Beckham gives a corner kick. Sheringham's head. Some fencing lunge foot from Solskjaer. That's a goal. Horror on the faces of Bayern's fans. And Ole Gunnar rides on his knees on the lawn of Camp Nou. He has just snatched the European throne for MU.
13 years later. Player from Molde scores second goal against Rosenborg and Molde is very close to the second championship in its history . And Ole Gunnar Solskjaer rides on his knees on the less eminent lawn, but with the same triumphant face full of passion for the game. He is still the same "the baby-faced assassin". But on the other side of line.
Players "supersubs" always had a job. But if, for example, Edin Dzeko denies this role and wants to play in the first team, Solskjaer finally resigned to the fact that in this role, he brings the most benefit. He is the best man by the number of outputs on the replacement and scoring goals after that in the history of Manchester United and EPL. Today Chicharito is often compared to the legendary norwegian, but Hernandez did not come out for last 9 minutes before the end of the Champions League Final and didn't turn over everything upside down. However, it's all still ahead, and it's not his story.
Someone say that the Champions League Cup-99 had even hanged tape with symbols and colors of Bayern. I do not know is it true or beautiful myth, but those 3 minutes of extra time really are the most dramatic denouement in the history of football. That goal is the quintessential of Solskjaer's entire career.
But despite all this, this goal is not most memorable for Ole Gunnar. Yes, of course, the winning goal in the Champions League final is the pinnacle of any career, the move which is first associated Solskjaer. But he remembers with particular trepidation his first goal in the Red Devils shirt. He scored it in 96-th against Blackburn after 6 minutes after leaving the bench.
"I remember scoring, turned and saw running Eric Cantona. It was a surreal moment. It's my most beautiful memories. This is something that stands out among the others. Obviously, I will never forget winning the Champions League but that first game gave me a foundation."
He joined Manchester United from modest Molde in 96-th for ridiculous 2.3 million. Ferguson called this transfer as one of the most successful in his career. 366 matches and 126 goals made by norwegian scorer during 11 years of his Old Trafford period. 2 years he did not play due to severe knee injury. But Ole Gunnar lived the dream to come out once on the field and score a goal against rivals Manchester United. Just come out and score. He didn't want immediately win a place in the first team with Nistelrooy or young Rooney. Big objectives are achieved in small steps, he knows it.
The reaction Old Trafford after the first goal of "assassin" on his returning match must see and hear.
Throughout his career as part of Manchester United there were the attackers that are better suited to the role of main. Originally a sweet couple York-Cole, then Nistelrooy . But no wonder that Sir Alex so long kept norwegian, and didn't let him go. Even 33-year-old, even after severe injury Solskjaer was unchanged trump of Manchester United, Ferguson's ace up his sleeve. "If he plays at least 45 minutes, trust me he'll score" - Fergie was describing his ward . Nicknamed "substitute from hell" also flew from SAF's mouth.

Quite revealing and memorable episode was the match against Nottingham in 99-th, when he came out after 72 minutes passed, and put 4 goals to unfortunate opponent that was already lost 4:1. This victory is the largest for outbound MU for all their history, and 4 balls after replacement so far no one has repeated. Well, tell me, what will you do coming to the last 20 minutes of the match that has been resolved? "Destroy your opponent and score" - would say Solskjaer.
Even during his playing career Solskjaer listened and noted all Ferguson's teaching. He absorbed like a sponge skills of great scotsman, and when it's time to say goodbye as player, an offer to enter into the devils coaching staff was made a few seconds after the announcement of its decision to retire. Sir Alex knew that this guy hard studied the tactical schemes and game models. He has a talent for coaching, so a chance to shine this gift was given to Solskjaer instantly.
As once, scoring the first goal for Manchester United, he raged with happiness because of the praise of Eric Cantona, so now, having reached success in the coaching field, he gratefully accepts praise from his teacher Sir Alex. Coach Ole Gunnar Solskjaer already has something to boast about. Two championship in a row with Molde, which were the first in the history of the club. A good result for the 39-year-old coach novice. Of course, after such a start many see Solskjaer as replacement not eternal Ferguson. Ole knows this and says that he will not be able to refuse if this proposal would go. But at the same time wisely recognizes that it's early to start working this magnitude, and it would be nice to gain a little more experience. Not everybody should be as Guardiola.
There is no doubt that Solskjaer's coaching career will be successful. He is not hurry, he knows that the big objectives are achieved in small steps. First of them he has done. And who knows, maybe a few years later, he'll led to ecstasy Old Trafford again, and will put Manchester United back on the throne of Europe, going this time to replace the most outstanding coach in club history. Fortunately, the role of "supersub" for Ole is not a novelty.
